
 

 

 

12th April 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

The Victorian Government has advised that all schools will move to remote and flexible learning 

when students return for Term 2 on Wednesday 15 April. To ensure we prioritise the health and 

wellbeing of our community there are many factors to consider and action. 

Firstly, all students who can learn at home must learn from home. This is a very clear directive by 

the Victorian Government based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer.  

Our Premier, Daniel Andrews has stated: 

 ‘As we act to slow the spread of coronavirus, the message to students and parents of government 

schools is clear: all children who can learn from home must learn from home – with exceptions 

only in extremely limited circumstances.’ 

Learning from home is not the same as learning from school.  It is intended as a best option to 
provide continuity of learning and ensure the health and safety of everyone in the community. 
 
It is important to maintain routines that work for you at home and ensure your children engage in 
some outdoor experiences and also have some time to relax. 
 
We understand that families may be facing a range of new challenges. With this in mind our staff 
will be planning learning experiences for students to complete with a minimal level of support.  
In saying this, we maintain our high expectations of all students, endeavour to ensure learning 
experiences are accessible, meaningful, relevant and engaging. 
 
We value the home school partnership more than ever at this time and will remain mindful of what 
is realistic for families to achieve. This is new learning for all of us so we will be regularly seeking 
your feedback. 
 
 

REMOTE TEACHING AND LEARNING 
The Department of Education has provided the following guidelines to support continuity of 
learning: 
 

FOUNDATION – GRADE 2  

Literacy activities that take a total of 
about 45-60 minutes 

Numeracy activities of about 30-45 
minutes 

*Additional learning, play based and 
physical activity of about 30-45 minutes 

 

GRADES 3-6  

Literacy: 45-60 minutes 

Numeracy:30-45 minutes 

Physical activity: 30 minutes 

*Additional curriculum areas: 90 
minutes 

 
 



 
LEARNING SUPPORT 
 

 We understand that many families are concerned about supporting their children with the tasks 
set for them.  

 We also recognise that it is impossible to replicate a typical school day, both in terms of the 
hours of contact and the types of activities students will be engaged in while at home. 

 Our staff will be making regular contact with families to check in on how things are 
going. 

 Learning experiences planned by our staff are intended for children to do independently other 
than some adult check ins and responding to the occasional question they may have. 

 You may choose to develop a visual schedule or a timetable with your children that fits into 
your day. 

 Staff will send out work via Google Classroom for Grades 2-6 and at present use Seesaw for 
F-1 

 A hard copy of learning experiences can be requested by contacting the classroom teacher. 
 
 
 

COMMUNICATION 
Maintaining communication with our community is an integral part of making remote learning 
effective. 
For general school information and updates we can use: 
SeeSaw, email, Facebook, SMS 
 
For communication related to student learning we can use: 
SeeSaw, Google Classroom (2-6) 
 
For individual communication we will make use of: 
-SeeSaw, phone calls, email, Google Classroom (2-6), online meeting tools (Webex), 
 
In line with our child safety policy we would ask for a parent/carer to be present when staff are 
contacting students whether this be phone or video conferencing.  
 
We will continue to email a fortnightly newsletter with relevant information.  
Much of this information may also be found on the Facebook page.  
 
For urgent matters regarding wellbeing please contact 
Lisa Richardson   0409 392 115  
Jill Burt                 0409 141 237 
 
 

TEACHER CONTACT 
To support the directive from the Victorian Government, wherever possible staff will be working 
from home during this period of isolation. Staff will make regular contact with students throughout 
the week at set times (to be shared later). 
 
Please be respectful of the work hours set for staff and contact them within the following times. 
Staff will be available between 8.45 and 3.30.  
Staff will endeavour to respond to your requests within 24 hours. 

 
 
 



e-SAFETY AT HOME 
The e-Safety guidelines of the school and the policy remain in place during remote learning.  
Encourage your children to report any inappropriate findings to you so you can contact Jill or Lisa. 
 
It remains the responsibility of parents to supervise what their children are accessing online. Even 
though you may be using school devices the school cannot provide internet filters remotely 
therefore the monitoring of this remains the responsibility of parents and carers. If you are 
experiencing difficulty with managing this with your child please contact Lisa or Jill.  
 
Please support your children to take care of the learning devices whether they be your own or 
school property.   
 
 

ONSITE ATTENDANCE      School hours are strictly 8.50am – 3.15pm. 

Students are not to be in the playground prior or after this time.  
 

Children must be brought to the Hancock Street gate only by parents/carers rather than 
ride or arrive by themselves.  

Students must wait on the basketball court or at the gate with their parent/carer, practising 
social distancing, until a staff member arrives to escort them inside. 

Students must bring their own medication, their own food and a labelled drink bottle.  

The school is able to provide onsite learning provision for those students who meet the criteria 
listed below. Again, staff are encouraged to work from home during this time.   
Parents and carers must contact Jill Burt burt.jillian.s@edumail.vic.gov.au to obtain an onsite 
attendance form. Parents with children attending on site are required to complete a new on site 
attendance form each week. 
 
Children who are not able to be supervised at home and on days when no other arrangements 
can be made. This includes children of parents who cannot work from home, and vulnerable 
children, such as: 

 children in out-of-home care 

 children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm 

 children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a family violence 

 agency, homelessness or youth justice service, mental health or other health service, and 

 children with a significant disability). 
 
Onsite provision of care will involve the supervised completion of the same learning program as 
those students who are learning remotely are completing. Please note your child’s classroom 
teacher may not be conducting this supervision as they will be working off site with remote 
learning students at these times. 
● Students will be supervised in the LOL, seated away from one another, by someone 
    who holds a VIT registration and/or Working with Children Check. 
● Students will not work in their grade level but will be placed with their siblings. 
● Students will follow social distancing and hygiene rules at all times. 
● Students will not be able to access shared play spaces such as the playground or similar 
   equipment. 
● Breaks will be at individual times to reduce social interactions. 
● Social distancing must be maintained during pick up and drop off times. Parents and carers are      
   expected to remain outside the school grounds. 
● Unwell students must remain or return home. It is essential parents/carers and emergency   
   contacts must be available at all times to collect children if required. 
● Students attending supervision will not be sharing pens/pencils etc.  
● Students who are medically vulnerable should not work onsite. 
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ILLNESS 
In the event that your child/ren are unwell and cannot attend to their learning tasks for the day, 
Please notify the school by contacting your child’s teacher or texting to the school absence mobile 
on 0418 518 093.  
  
Please note this is for standard illnesses - should a family member develop or come into direct 
contact with someone who has contracted the COVID-19 virus please notify Jill Burt or Lisa 
Richardson immediately. 
 
 

CHAPLAINCY SUPPORT 

Claire Taylor is our school chaplain. She will contact the families she currently works with to check 

in with how things are going. If you require the support of Claire please contact Jill Burt or Lisa 

Richardson. 

 

Lisa and Jill 

 


